
This impact report is a 
testament to the positive 
changes we are making 
together. We are grateful for 
our supporters’ commitment 
to moving our community 
forward today, tomorrow and 
in perpetuity. Your generosity 
speaks volumes.
4Data ABC Canberra Radio 
ActewAGL the ACT Chief 
Minister, Treasury and 
Economic Development 
Directorate the ACT 
Community Services 
Directorate ACT Government 
including Canberra Services 
Directorate, Office of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Affairs and Office 
of LGBTIQ+ Affairs ACT Master 
Builders’ Association and its 
members Agency 9 Academy of 
Interactive Entertainment, 
Allbids Aspen Foundation 
Aspen Medical Asset 
Construction Pty Australian 
Community Foundation 
Australian Information 
Industry Association BAL 
Lawyers Bellchambers 
Barrett Blackshaw 
Brindabella Insurance Callida 
Consulting Canberra Airport 
Group Canberra Business 
Chamber Canberra Data 
Centre Canberra FM Canberra 
Innovation Network Canberra 
Physiotherapy Canberra 
Plastic Surgery the Canberra 
Symphony Orchestra Canberra 
Weekly Cantlie Catalyst 
Management Chappell 
Foundation Charterpoint 
Christine Shaw CityNews 
the Clear English Company 
Cordelta Cre8ive Coordinate 
Coreco CTO Consulting 
Deloitte Digital Content Studio 
Dymocks ACT East Hotel Elston 
Ernst & Young Excelerated 
Foundant Fujitsu Funraisin 
Ginninderry Grease Monkey’s 
Hindmarsh Hyatt Canberra IBM 
Icon Water IKEA Independent JB 
Were John Beard John James 
Foundation John McGrath 
Auto King O’Malley’s KPMG 
Luton Properties Maloney’s 
Monarch Building Solutions MV 
Lawyers the National Gallery 
of Australia the National Zoo 
& Aquarium Noetic OPF Owls 
Rugby Club Parker Coles Curtis 
Lawyers PBS Building ACT PKUP 
PWC rawpro. Region Media 
Renaissance Homes Rosella 
Street RSM Salesforce SAP 
Seeing Machines Sneddon Hall 
& Gallop Lawyers Supabarn 
Swell Synergy Tabcorp The 
Jetty The Millhouse Ventures 
the Snow Foundation the 
University of Canberra 
Toshiba Australia Toyota 
Canberra Transport Canberra 
Trinity Law Unify Solutions 
Village Building Company WIN 
Yellow Edge Zango.

We particularly acknowledge the work 
of our 369 charity partners. It is they 
who do the real work, looking after so 
many people and families. They make 
sure no one goes hungry, children 
are cared for in the hardest of times 
and that vulnerable members of our 
community get the support they need. 
We also applaud the many charities who 
have stepped up to support Canberrans 
impacted by the housing crisis.

Our Named Fund Holders 
are changemakers! 

These changemakers established 
permanent endowments for Hands 
Across Canberra to address the 
changing needs of Canberrans over 
time. With gratitude we acknowledge 
the Boorer Family Fund; the Bray Family 
Fund; the Canberra Women’s Giving 
Circle; the Carolyn Joy Spiers Fund; 
the Carter and Co Fund; the Christine 
Shaw Family Fund; the Hala Batainah 
Fund; the Macnjulie Family Fund; the 
Narrabundah Fund; the O’Donnell Family 
Fund; the Peter Gordon Family Fund; the 
Running Rare Fund; the Strickland Fund; 
the Sue Salthouse Leadership Fund; 
the Chinnery Fund, G & A Keys Family 
Fund, John Kalokerinos Fund and the 
Thompson Family Fund.

The Hands Across 
Canberra Team

Board Members
Greg Boorer (Chair); Diane Bray AM 
(outgoing Chair); Charles Cramer 
(Deputy Chair); Edward Le Quesne 
(Treasurer); and Heather Moore, John 
Kalokerinos and Jo Wood (Observer)

Company Secretary
Sue Hart, 
Commerce Management Pty Ltd 

Auditor
Bellchambers Barrett 

Staff
Peter Gordon (CEO); Peter Campos 
(Business Manager); Julia Lieser (Grants 
and Impact Manager); Krishna Shukla 
(Communications and Partnerships 
Manager); Liz Howarth (Communications 
and Partnerships Manager); and 
Emmanuel Rodriguez (Communications 
and Partnerships Manager).

And a big thank you to our fabulous 
volunteers: Lesley Daw, Sara Burns and 
Carolyn Page.

Chief Minister’s 
Charitable Fund

The Chief Minister’s Charitable 
Fund (CMCF) is administered 
by Hands Across Canberra. 
Since its inception in 2018, the 
CMCF has supported more 
than 203 projects with over 
$2.36m and has leveraged 
more than $5.3m in additional 
funds for community projects.

Responding to emerging needs 
throughout the Canberra region, in 
2022–23, the Chief Minister’s Charitable 
Fund joined with HAC supporters 
and 114 charities to run a successful 
Canberra Day Appeal, which generated 
more than $850,000 in much-needed 
funds for the community sector

The CMCF, alongside community 
foundations, administered 1 collective 
grant round valued at over $1.4 million, 
which supported 58 projects covering 
a wide range of sectors and addressing 
critical social issues. (Of these, 21 were 
directly funded by the CMCF)

From the CMCF, $356,000 was 
granted to the community sector to 
address challenges many Canberrans 
are experiencing with mental health, 
education and employment, housing 
and belonging.
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Raising awareness 
on need

3 major fund/awareness-
raising initiatives (Gears 4 Giving, 
the Canberra Day Appeal and the End of 
Financial Year (EOFY) Appeal) resulted in 
more than $1.1m in donations and raised 
awareness of need in our city

We launched the Canberra 
Philanthropy Awards to 
recognise individuals and businesses 
that have made a mark on Canberra. Our 
first 2 awardees are Jo Farrell and 
John Hindmarsh AM

Over 250,000 people weekly heard our 
‘Give where you live’ message in the lead 
up to Canberra Day

Through social media, we now reach over 
124,000 different users. Importantly, 
a 750% increase in Instagram visits 
suggests that we are connecting with 
young people more than ever

Who we are 
Hands Across Canberra (HAC) 
is the National Capital’s 
community foundation. Since 
2010, HAC has been working with 
local not-for-profit organisations 
to raise awareness of need and 
leverage impact in the community. 
Since 2018, the foundation has 
also administered the Chief 
Minister’s Charitable Fund. 

Hands Across Canberra and the Chief Minister’s 
Charitable Fund strengthen the charitable 
sector in the capital by connecting and 
building partnerships between donors and 
community organisations. 

Three pillars underpin our work - awareness, 
partnering and giving. Through them, we help 
community organisations and businesses to 
make a difference to those in Canberra that 
need it most.

Welcome
Hands Across Canberra is 
delighted to present our Impact 
Report 2022–23, showcasing 
a year of remarkable progress 
and renewed hope. In the 
post-pandemic era, we have 
focussed on empowering our 
community and celebrating 
the generosity that defines 
our capital. In this report we 
highlight the initiatives that have 
shaped the past year. 

We recognise that there is much more to 
be done. Hands Across Canberra remains 
committed to increasing the impact of 
philanthropy and building a resilient, 
compassionate community. With new 
projects, partnerships and initiatives on the 
horizon, we are excited to continue making 
a difference in the lives of Canberrans 
doing it tough and encouraging more 
people to ‘give where they live’. 

A big thankyou to our donors and 
supporters! This report is about your 
achievements, and we could not have 
accomplished them without you. The 
2022–23 period has been a testament to 
the unwavering spirit of our community. 
Together, we have overcome the challenges 
of the past and embraced a future where 
everyone belongs.

What we learned

Community insights

The compound effects of inflation, 
the cessation of pandemic payments 
and crumbling social networks have 
increased demand on services, 
with new families (including working 
families) requesting assistance to cover 
every day items

Food pantries have seen a steep increase 
in visitors, many of whom are new and 
new food pantries are popping 
up around the city

At the same time, because of inflation, 
falling donations and depleted reserves 
following the pandemic, many in the 
community sector are struggling 
to maintain services and/or 
respond to increased demand

Funding and staff resources are affecting 
access to services

Major 
highlights 
in 2022–23

Hands Across Canberra acknowledges 
and pays respect to the past, present 
and future Traditional Custodians 
and Elders of this nation and the 
continuation of cultural, spiritual and 
educational practices of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Greg Boorer (Chair) and 
Peter Gordon (CEO)

Hands Across Canberra and the Chief 
Minister’s Charitable Fund

Partnering with 
Canberra for Canberra

369 organisations are now 
registered with Hands Across Canberra. 
With 114 entries, there was a 52% 
increase in charities joining the 
Canberra Day Appeal in 2023

Our partners grew in number 
and strength and we welcomed 
Asset Construction as our first-ever 
sponsor for the Canberra Day Appeal

We formed new partnerships with 
businesses, including businesses in the 
automobile, hospitality, sports, real estate 
and construction industries

The Strathnairn Charity House – a 
collaboration between Ginninderry, 
Kane Construction, MBA, Coordinate, 
Hands Across Canberra and a multitude 
of generous sub-contractors – was 
completed and auctioned, raising 
$506,000 for the 
community sector

Giving and 
granting

Over $2.3m was raised during the year, 
and the amount in the Perpetual Fund1 
grew from $670k to $1.2m. The Perpetual 
Fund included the establishment of our 
first seed-funding account²

Hands Across Canberra distributed $1.9M 
to charities. That means, together with the 
Canberra Foundations Collaborative over 
$3m were mobilised in support of local causes

We ran 3 funding rounds in 
partnership with the Chief Minister’s 
Charitable Fund, Aspen Medical, A+P 
Leemhuis, and the Canberra Foundations 
Collaborative (John James Foundation and 
the Snow Foundation) which distributed 
more than $1.75m into the community sector 
and supported a total of 106 projects

We ran a relief and capital 
upgrades grant round, which attracted 
many applications. We are grateful to our 
major donor, Asset Construction Pty Ltd, 
for coming to the table and supporting this 
grant round and 47 projects this year

Together with partners in community and 
government, and in honour of the late Sue 
Salthouse, the Sue Salthouse Leadership 
Fund supported its first three scholars 
with the aim of building the leadership 
capabilities of people with disability

What we learned

Granting insights

With rising inflation and costs, 
organisations are finding it hard to cover 
relief and capital upgrades

The community sector is seeking 
sustainability and this year we gave 
the largest number of multi-year grants we 
have ever committed

The number of grant applications decreased 
but the amount requested has 
increased.

In particular, requests have doubled in the 
areas of Mental Health and Wellbeing; 
Disability; and Belonging – either 
in amount or number of projects – and made 
up our largest areas of giving this year

1	� A fund that is invested to provide long-term support 
for the community in perpetuity

2	� A type of donor-advised fund that allows people to 
start on a journey towards structured giving with 
minimal investment.


