INSPIRING PEOPLE
TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
Working together to create positive social change

YOUR
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION.

About Hands
Across Canberra

WHO WE ARE
Hands Across Canberra is the National Capital’s
community foundation. Since 2010, it has been
working together with local for-purpose organisations
on raising awareness in the community about need,
has been an enabler for innovative partnerships and
collaboration and has worked hard to increase the
level of giving and philanthropy in Canberra.

OUR 3 PILLARS OF ACTION

Hands Across Canberra is a significant charitable organisation in
Canberra, the ACT and nearby region seeking to inspire philanthropy
throughout the wider community and influence positive social change
through our support of charitable organisations delivering innovative and
effective programs.
Through our future focussed engagement, innovative grantmaking,
partnerships and impact investing, we are helping communities across
Canberra, the ACT and nearby region transition to become healthy,
resilient and sustainable.
The three entities working together that make up Hands Across Canberra
are Hands Across Canberra Ltd, the Trustee Hands Across Canberra
Trust (Public Ancillary Fund) and the Chief Minister’s Charitable Fund
Ltd. The Board of Hands Across Canberra are the trustees of the Hands
Across Canberra Trust (Public Ancillary Fund). Together they form an
integral whole, aligned to supporting the Canberra/ACT Community.
We believe that innovation and change occurs in communities when the
intersection of ideas, knowledge and funding come together to improve
lives and increase life opportunities for all people and communities
experiencing disadvantage. This is the heart of community philanthropy.
Community philanthropy transforms our communities by providing
them with the financial and social capital to address the most urgent
challenges, now and into the future and also providing an avenue
through which those that can help do.
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RAISING
AWARENESS
Through our regular
engagement with the
Not-for-Profit Sector,
government and
business, we are able to
identify and disseminate
the areas of highest need
in our community and
establish priorities for
granting such as Mental
Health and Wellbeing,
Domestic and Family
Violence, Homelessness,
Children, Youth and
Families, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders,
LGBTIQ+, Persons with
Disability.
We have over 250
charities in Canberra/ACT
registered with us.
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CREATING
PARTNERSHIPS
Our engagement
strategies, including
hosting workshops and
other events, create
opportunities for
others to join with us to
increase support to the
most vulnerable in our
community.
Opportunities are also
created for linking Notfor-Profit organisations
directly with business
and benefactors that are
interested in providing
support.
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GIVING
NAM
We establish priorities
for directing grants and
support through our
extensive consultation
process.
We also look at
innovative support
avenues in partnership
with others to increase
the overall impact.

The community
foundation
difference

OUR EXPERTISE IN
COMMUNITY PHILANTHROPY
Hands Across Canberra works to address
the key issues and needs of Canberrans, by
providing grants, expertise and leadership to
initiatives that most benefit the community.
We work with other funders and
organisations to find solutions to the city’s
problems and through our future focussed
engagement and network with national and
international foundations, we are able to
identify emerging issues and opportunities
for positive social change in our society.
Through our grantmaking and community
leadership, Hands Across Canberra is having
a profound and lasting effect on the lives of
Canberrans.

WHAT IS A COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?
Community foundations provide everyone with an opportunity to participate in
community philanthropy. They work in partnership with donors, local organisations,
other funders and community organisations to pool and grow charitable funds,
ensuring a sustainable source of funding to meet the immediate and long-term needs
of the community.
Community foundations are uniquely placed to bring people, ideas and resources
together to help build and strengthen communities. They are created by and for a
community of people.
Local communities know and understand their needs better than anyone else.
Community foundations help to support positive change by bringing donors together,
making grants and conducting research that improves well-being and tackles issues
affecting a local community. Community foundations build partnerships around
important initiatives and leverage other support.
Community foundations are a growing form of philanthropy all around the world.
They offer opportunities for donors to work together with expert staff to make a real
difference.

OUR IMPACT AREAS
Hands Across Canberra has made a lasting
impact on the big challenges facing
Canberrans. As these change over time, we
monitor through consultation, current and
emerging issues to prioritise and anticipate
the needs of Canberra.
Our grantmaking focus will change over
time as community needs change. Currently
grants are directed towards priority areas of
Mental Health and Wellbeing, Domestic and
Family Violence, Homelessness, Children,
Youth and Families, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders, LGBTIQ+, Persons with
Disabilities.

Key reasons to
partner with Hands
Across Canberra
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IN-DEPTH COMMUNITY
KNOWLEDGE
With deep insight and
understanding of local needs
and opportunities, we are able
to guide our donors in making the
most strategic granting decisions.
Through our Vital Signs research
and workshops with the Notfor-Profit Sector, we promote
discussion on the key issues
affecting Canberra.
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INVESTING FOR
PERPETUITY
Hands Across Canberra has an
objective to progressively build
a capital base that will offer
charities an ongoing funding
stream to tackle areas of
disadvantage in our community.
The investment of funds are
managed by JB Were who have
been appointed as our expert
investment managers. The
establishment of NAMED FUNDS
is also a means of creating an
ongoing grant base for charities
over a long term. The gifts we
receive are held in trust, creating
a permanent legacy for our
community.
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GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY
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The Trustee of Hands Across
Canberra Trust (Public Ancillary
Fund) is governed by the Federal
Treasury’s Public Ancillary Fund
Guidelines 2011 (as amended 2016)
and the financial statements of all
three entities are audited annually
by an independent auditor.
The annual Impact Report outlines
our activities for the year and a
copy is available to download from
our website.
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When donors join Hands Across
Canberra they become a valued
member of a community of
donors. We are committed to
working collaboratively with our
donors to bring their philanthropic
vision to life and help them create
an enduring impact with their
charitable giving.
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GIVING MADE EASY
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FLEXIBILITY IN
CHARITABLE GIVING
We offer a variety of
different ways to give to your
community, depending on your
desired level of involvement.
Examples of giving range from
a once off donation, regular
donations, establishing a
NAMED FUND, to leaving a
lasting legacy through your
Will, we can help you support
the causes you care most
about.

ACCESSIBLE,
COST-EFFECTIVE
PHILANTHROPY
As a community foundation,
we are committed to providing
accessible and low-cost giving
options to help donors achieve
their charitable goals.

08

We offer simple and effective
solutions for our donors to
support the issues that matter
most to them. Hands Across
Canberra takes care of the
investment, governance,
compliance and administration,
allowing donors to focus on
supporting the causes they are
passionate about.

Hands Across Canberra is
governed by a well-credentialled
Board and has established several
committees to assist in the strong
governance of its activities.
The three entities that comprise
Hands Across Canberra are
independent philanthropic
organisations, proudly recognised
as registered charities with the
Australian Charities and Not-forprofits Commission (ACNC).

BUILDING LASTING
RELATIONSHIPS

COLLABORATION
We are in a unique position to
collaborate with other charities,
foundations, advisers and local
communities on innovative
approaches which address our
city’s greatest challenges. We
regularly link up with other
funding bodies to amplify the
funds available to charities to
undertake their valuable work.
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JOIN A GLOBAL
MOVEMENT OF
PLACE-BASED
COMMUNITY
PHILANTHROPY
We are part of a growing
worldwide movement of
community foundations. Today
there are over 36 independent
community foundations in Australia
and more than 1,800 place-based
community foundations in nearly
every continent across the world.
Community foundations represent
a sustainable and resilient source
of ongoing funding support for
their communities.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR
COMMUNITY.

LEAVE A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
Hands Across Canberra is proud of supporting the community
through changing times. By leaving a gift in your Will to Hands
Across Canberra, you will leave a lasting legacy which will create
positive social change in our communities today and in the future.
As a perpetual foundation, your gift to Hands Across Canberra
will continue to respond to the pressing issues of the day.

Ways you can
make a difference
in your community

CANBERRA DAY APPEAL
We have established the Canberra Day Appeal as a
major “giving day” for Canberra that will bring together
our collective efforts to showcase Canberran generosity.
2020 was our first “giving day” and this has evolved into
an event that encourages Canberrans to undertake year
long donations that would culminate on Canberra Day.

ESTABLISH A NAMED FUND
NAMED FUNDS provide a simple, effective and rewarding way to support
your community today, whilst creating a legacy in perpetuity for future
generations. By structuring your giving, the issues you support will benefit
from an ongoing source of income year after year.
A NAMED FUND within the Public Ancillary Trust of Hands Across Canberra
is a great way to support an issue you are passionate about, and also
enables you to leverage our extensive grantmaking experience across our
priority impact areas identified through our community consultation efforts.
There are many reasons why people may choose to establish a NAMED
FUND, including honouring the memory of a loved one, planning to give
through your Will, or creating an enduring way to engage family members in
giving as much as you like.
You can establish a named NAMED FUND with as little as $10,000 or as
much as you are able. Donations made to NAMED FUNDS are tax-deductible
and family and friends can also contribute to your NAMED FUND.

SUPPORT OUR REGULAR COMMUNITY
APPEALS FOR THE FUTURE
Our regular community appeals encourage everyone to become
active changemakers with us, by responding to a key social issue
facing Canberra. Each appeal has a specific focus on one of our
priority impact areas such as Mental Health and Wellbeing,
Domestic and Family Violence, Homelessness, Children, Youth and
Families, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, LGBTIQ+, Persons
with Disability. By working together, we can help change
Canberra for good. These will change over time as needs
in the community changes.

Start your
giving journey
with us today!

Hands Across Canberra can provide strategic guidance to
help you realise your charitable goals. By utilising our deep
knowledge of the issues affecting Canberra and the charities
addressing those issues, we can work closely with you to
decide where your giving will have the greatest impact. You
can also join us in supporting the broader grants program.
We understand that thoughtful and impactful giving finds its
inspiration in passion. Hands Across Canberra is committed
to helping you make a difference to the issues you care most
about.
Whether you would like to make an immediate impact,
or prefer to make a long-term contribution through the
establishment of a NAMED FUND or a gift in your Will,
there are a variety of different ways we can help you make a
positive difference in your community.

You will gain access to our extensive
grantmaking expertise, community
connections and insights into the needs of
Canberra throughout your philanthropic
journey with us.

We welcome the opportunity
to discuss how Hands Across
Canberra can help you fulfil
your philanthropic vision.
Contact Peter Gordon
Chief Executive Officer on
0417 064 767 to discuss this
matter further.
HANDS ACROSS CANBERRA
0417 064 767
ceo@handsacrosscanberra.org.au
PO Box 5519
Kingston ACT 2604
handsacrosscanberra.org.au
ABN: 43 661 430 024

