
      Media Release 

 

 
Hands Across Canberra Secretariat │ c/- GPO Box 158  Canberra  ACT  2601 │ info@handsacrosscanberra.org.au 

25 September 2012 

Hands Across Canberra helps No Sweat 
Fashions to sew and grow 

Mr Allan Williams, Chair of the Hands Across Canberra Foundation, yesterday presented the Chief Executive 
Officer of No Sweat Fashions Limited, Ms Cindy Reese Mitchell, with a cheque for $5,000 towards building a 
more sustainable social enterprise venture.  

“The Hands Across Canberra Foundation is very excited to make this contribution to such an important service 
in our community”, Mr Williams said.  

“The Board agreed that No Sweat Fashions has a very worthwhile mission of providing meaningful and 
long-term social change for refugees and asylum seekers. Its values are very much compatible with 
the principles underpinning the establishment of the Hands Across Canberra Foundation. 

“Hands Across Canberra was established to help community organisations to build their capacity to do their 
good work.  

I am honoured to see our donation used in such a practical way to help so many people – the purchase or 
repair of sewing machines will enable No Sweat Fashions to keep up with the increasing demand for their 
services and allow their valuable participants to work more effectively”, Mr Williams said. 

Mr Williams was joined by Hands Across Canberra Deputy Chair, Sandra Lambert and Board Member, Peter 
Gordon and No Sweat Fashions Board Members Nerida Gill and Michael Doyle at the Design and Production 
Studio at the University of Canberra High School Kaleen and the School Principal Denis Dickinson.  

“Hands Across Canberra hopes to build its philanthropic funds to be able to support more local 
community organisations in the future, particularly those that find it difficult to attract government or 
other funding,” Mr Williams said. 

There are already 85 organisations profiled on the Hands Across Canberra website that people can donate to.  
To register your community organisation or for further information visit www.handsacrosscanberra.org.au.  

In July, Hands Across Canberra provided $6,000 to The Yellow Van to purchase a new commercial dishwasher. 
The dishwasher will enable OzHarvest to keep up with the increasing demand for their services and allow their 
valuable volunteers to work more effectively.  The Yellow Van is a food rescue service which rescues perfectly 
good food that is excess to the requirements of food retailers, caterers, corporate offices and small businesses 
and delivers it to over 60 charities and refuges across Canberra to provide meals for people in need. The 
organisation receives no government funding and relies entirely on community support and fundraising 
activities.  

http://www.handsacrosscanberra.org.au/


If you have any inquiries, please email info@handsacrosscanberra.org.au.  

Contact: Peter Gordon, 0417 064 767 
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More about Hands Across Canberra  

The Hands Across Canberra Foundation provides a simple and secure vehicle for those wishing to become 
involved in philanthropic activity in Canberra. A vehicle to keep the wealth that was created in the Canberra 
community within the Canberra community. The Hands Across Canberra Giving Portal is available for 
individuals to make one-off or regular donations to a range of Canberra community organisations and the 
donations are passed on 100%. People can also donate to the Foundation itself and the Board will use those 
funds to provide grants to local organisation that assist the most disadvantaged in our community. 

The Hands Across Canberra Foundation Board are:  
 Amy Banson, Shaping Visions  
 Georgina Byron, The Snow Foundation  
 Helen Falla, Hartley Lifecare  
 Peter Gordon, Economic Futures Australia  
 Jason Jennings, CFMEU ACT Branch  
 Natalie Howson, DHCS  
 John Hindmarsh, Hindmarsh  
 Diane Kargas AM, Philanthropy Matters  
 Sandra Lambert AM (Deputy Chair)  
 Allan Williams, Qantas Airways (Chair)  
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